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VTA renews calls for heavy vehicle licensing reform  

Looming driver shortages and a need to improve skills and training has prompted the VTA to 
renew its calls for heavy vehicle licensing reform. The Association is one of many industry 
groups to advocate for reform on the basis that a competency-based approach to licensing 
is required to equip drivers with the skills and training they need to operate the more 
sophisticated heavy vehicles transport operators are increasingly using. As part of our 
advocacy, we are urging governments to look at the Driver Delivery program the VTA runs 
with Armstrong’s Driver Training as a model for future reform. 

NTC industry consultation on automated driving  

The National Transport Commission will consult with industry to develop legislation for the 
administration of future automated driving systems. This follows a recent meeting in 
Canberra where state and federal transport ministers agreed to a uniform approach across 
all states and territories to ensure there is always a legal entity in charge of driving when 
automated driving systems are engaged. The NTC will work closely with road agencies and 
transport departments to develop the detailed policy recommendations and legislative 
analysis necessary to establish the new purpose-built national law by 2020. 

TCA working on interoperability of fatigue monitoring devices 

http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/HV-Driver-Shortage.pdf
http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Driver-Delivery-Brochure.pdf
http://www.ntc.gov.au/about-ntc/news/media-releases/transport-ministers-agree-to-drafting-new-australian-driving-laws-for-automated-vehicles/
http://www.ntc.gov.au/about-ntc/news/media-releases/transport-ministers-agree-to-drafting-new-australian-driving-laws-for-automated-vehicles/
https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https%3a%2f%2fvta.memnet.com.au%2fmemberselfservice%2fDistributionTracking%2fTrackLinks.aspx%3fhref%3dhttps%25253a%25252f%25252fvta.memnet.com.au%25252fmemberselfservice%25252fDistributionTracking%25252fTrackLinks.aspx%25253fhref%25253dhttps%252525253a%252525252f%252525252fvta.memnet.com.au%252525252fmemberselfservice%252525252fDistributionTracking%252525252fTrackLinks.aspx%252525253fhref%252525253dhttps%2525252525253a%2525252525252f%2525252525252fvta.me
https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https%3a%2f%2fvta.memnet.com.au%2fmemberselfservice%2fDistributionTracking%2fTrackLinks.aspx%3fhref%3dhttps%25253a%25252f%25252fvta.memnet.com.au%25252fmemberselfservice%25252fDistributionTracking%25252fTrackLinks.aspx%25253fhref%25253dhttps%252525253a%252525252f%252525252fvta.memnet.com.au%252525252fmemberselfservice%252525252fDistributionTracking%252525252fTrackLinks.aspx%252525253fhref%252525253dhttps%2525252525253a%2525252525252f%2525252525252fvta.me


Transport Certification Australia has announced it is leading work to facilitate the 
interoperability of fatigue monitoring devices and telematics In-Vehicle Units. Technology 
has enormous potential to improve safety and reduce risk for heavy vehicle operators and 
road users in general. The ability to provide drivers with notifications and warnings that they 
may be tiring through the use of technology and In-Vehicle devices will significantly reduce 
fatigue-related incidents, and we applaud the work that TCA is doing to improve inter-
connectivity of fatigue monitoring devices. 

NHVR EWD applications now open 

As foreshadowed in the last VTA E-news, the NHVR is now accepting applications from 
operators for Electronic Work Diary (EWD) approvals. Coinciding with applications being 
accepted, the NHVR has also finalised and released its framework for the approval and use 
of EWDs, which is comprised of the EWD Policy Framework, EWD Privacy Policy, EWD 
Compliance Policy and EWD Standards. For further information on the NHVR’s work in the 
EWD space, register your intent and apply for approval, visit the NHVR website.  

VTA confirms regional tour locations  

The VTA will be embarking on its annual regional tour in July, with plans to visit Portland 
(10th), Geelong (11th), Albury/Wodonga (17th) and Sale (25th). The regional tours bring 
together the VTA, WorkSafe, VicRoads, and other industry stakeholders for an update on 
enforcement, safety and regulatory issues impacting regional operators. The free events are 
a good opportunity to engage with fellow operators and enforcement agencies. Venue, 
program and registration information will be published shortly. 

NTI issues timely load restraint advice  

National Transport Insurance has issued a timely reminder to operators and drivers to be 
vigilant when it comes to securing freight, following a spike in insurance claims because of 
inappropriate load restraint. The National Transport Commission recently reviewed its Load 
Restraint Guideline publication, which contains insights to help operators and drivers prevent 
injury, damage and loss of goods. The free guideline is available for review here. Glove-box-
sized versions are available for purchase as well. 

FWC issues Annual Wage Review 

The Fair Work Commission today (Friday 1st June) handed down the Annual Wage Review. 
The FWC has awarded an increase of 3.5%, by which amount all award classifications and 
most allowances will increase from the first pay period on or after 1 July 2018. The Minimum 
Wage has increased by $24.30.  The VTA will distribute an Industrial Circular advising 
members of the increase that will apply from the first pay period on or after 1 July to the 
minimum wage and all Modern Award Classifications, within the next few days. Further, 
once the Awards have been varied the VTA will distribute up-dated wage information sheets 
for members’ information and use. These will also be available on the VTA web-site.  

Viva Energy refinery manager wins Woman Manufacturer of the Year award  

The VTA wishes to congratulate Viva Energy Australia’s Vanessa Kearney who was named 
the inaugural Woman Manufacturer of the Year in the 2018 Victorian Manufacturing Hall of 
Fame Awards. Vanessa is Commercial Manager at Viva Energy’s Geelong Refinery and is a 
strong advocate for supporting women in manufacturing through her sponsorship of the 
Geelong Refinery’s Women’s Network. The Hall of Fame Awards celebrates manufacturing 
companies and individuals who excel in business innovation and productivity and contribute 

http://tca.gov.au/documents/2018_05_31_TCAMedia_FatigueDeviceInterop.pdf
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/news/2018/05/28/nhvr-opens-ewd-applications
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/news/2018/05/28/nhvr-opens-ewd-applications
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/safety-accreditation-compliance/fatigue-management/electronic-work-diaries-ewds
https://www.ntc.gov.au/Media/Reports/(9E12B22A-6156-41B0-F382-136A34520AF8).pdf
https://ntc.infoservices.com.au/
https://www.vivaenergy.com.au/about-us/media-centre/news/2018/viva-energy-leader-wins-inaugural-woman-manufacturer-of-the-year


to strengthening Victoria’s economy. Viva Energy is well-known for its work to drive change 
on workplace gender equality and we congratulate Vanessa on her achievement.  

Training programs 

• Master Class – Leadership Skills – 14 June 2018 
• Chain of Responsibility – Sub-Contractor Management – 20 June 2018 
• Transition to Transport – 27 June 2018 
• Prescribed Industrial Waste – 7 June and 26 June 2018 
For more details download the flyer at the VTA website or for the prescribed industrial waste 
courses download the flyer from the VWMA training page. 

 

Upcoming events 

• Regional Visits; Portland (July 10), Geelong, (July 11), Albury-Wodonga (July 17), Sale 
(July 25) 

• Freight Outlook; August 8 
• Australian Freight Industry Awards; September 1 

http://www.vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/4-Master-Class-Leadership-Skills-Enrolment-Form-20181a.pdf
http://www.vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/4-Master-Class-Leadership-Skills-Enrolment-Form-20181.pdf
http://www.vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Transition-to-Transport-Brochure-new-address.pdf
http://www.vwma.com.au/training-at-the-vwma/
https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=https%253a%252f%252fvta.memnet.com.au%252fmemberselfservice%252fDistributionTracking%252fTrackLinks.aspx%253fhref%253dhttp%2525253a%2525252f%2525252fvta.com.au%2525252ftraining-courses%2525252f%2526amp%253brecord%253d930f37b8-6696-4812-9184-a33059bff64e&record=d6a39060-7658-4173-9786-3456a24f698c
https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=http%253a%252f%252fwww.vwma.com.au%252ftraining-at-the-vwma%252f&record=d6a39060-7658-4173-9786-3456a24f698c

